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Dear Parents

I hope that you welcome receiving this newsletter electronically and this method does, of course,
mean that it can be passed on to others who may be interested. In recent weeks, after a few teething
problems, the ClarionCall system has come into its own allowing us

to contact parents quickly and efficiently with important news. Do
please ensure that should you change mobile phone number or email
address that you inform us as quickly as possible.

Talking of IT, the children have enjoyed their visits to the Main
School Computer Room on Mondays and Tuesdays with those
visiting on Tuesday having first tucked in to their lunch in the
Dining Room. Visits to the Main School Library on Thursdays and
Fridays have been popular, too, and next

. i term’s transition groups have begun
Playing in the snow acclimatising to the Main Building.

The parent contact sessions on Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons have been
highly successful and | hope that you will continue to take the opportunity to
receive feedback from Irene in the coming terms both there and as you pick up
and drop off.

The children have had some fantastic experiences this term both in and out of
the building and hopefully these will stay with them. The Robert Burns Ceilidh

The wheels on the bus ...

Party will have given them a good taste of Scottish history and the Chinese
New Year celebrations a chance to sample something very different. Pancake
Day and the Saints Days for David and Patrick were well received and as
usual there were plenty of chances to try national delicacies.

The Library Early Literacy representative has come to inspire the children to
develop a lifelong love of books, the Dental Hygienist came to encourage
regular toothbrushing, the Road Safety Officer came to teach the children
how to stay safe outside but all our human visitors quite rightly, and rather
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predictably, struggled to match the interest and excitement
generated by the machine visitors: the fire engine and the
double-decker bus.

The visits to Noah’s Ark and Perth Airport were great
successes with a good time being had by all and there was a

Chocks away! chance to put into practice the recently learnt road safety

skills — a key part of the transport project — which have

been much in evidence as the children have moved around the school site on their walks.

There have been some great achievements in the Main School, too, this year with thirteen children

winning scholarships of various types to their senior schools and one being
awarded a place at a tennis academy. One of our boys came through a field
of thousands from around the world to win a place at the Royal Ballet
School in London and three others have been selected for the National
Boys’ Choir. Our Chess team won the Fair City Trophy for the third

Using the interactive
whiteboard

successive year and our debating “A” team
competed in the final of the Courier/St.
Andrews University competition against S3
teams. Our Under 11 and 13 netball teams

Crossing the road safely

were both unbeaten and our Under 11 boys
represented Scotland at the National Prep Schools Hockey Championships in
Bristol. We have been awarded the bronze Eco-schools award and are well on

3 § the way to securing the coveted Green Flag. Our garden project continues to

evolve with paths being laid this holiday.

Elaine Weir returns from maternity leave next term and Nikki Arkwright will
be looking after the two transition groups as they prepare to move onwards
and upwards. At the same time we will be welcoming a number of new
children to the Pre-school and they are looking forward to being part of this
special group of people.

Thank you for all your support throughout the term — I know that the children and staff really appreciate
it and | hope that you all have a relaxing break.
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TERM DATES:

SUMMER TERM 2009:  April 22nd — July 8t (Half-Term: May 25t — 27th)

WINTER TERM 20009: September 2" —December 16th (Half-Term: October 26t — 30t)
SPRING TERM 2010: January 6t — March 26t (Half-Term: February 15t — 19th)
SUMMER TERM 2010:  April 215t — July 9t Provisional (Half-Term: May 31t — June 29)
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