
16th December 2009 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
The second half of term seems to have disappeared as quickly as the first did and as always the children 
throughout the school have been busy in a range of activities. Our charitable giving has been as strong as 
ever with money being raised for Marie Curie through the daffodil planting scheme, Children in Need by 

way of the spotty home clothes day and 3P’s cake sale, Water Aid thanks 
to 2T’s Reindeer Enterprise afternoon and Suswa Maasai Girls Refuge 
Centre at the Carol Service collections, the beginning of what we hope 
will be a lasting partnership. 
Two Saturdays ago twenty-one members of the School joined together to 
plant 36 trees as part of the BBC Breathing Places successful attempt at 
breaking the world record for the most trees planted 
in an hour. The trees were planted in our walled 
garden and we have recently joined together with 

some local organic growers to turn the space into a community garden. Each year 
group will have its own raised bed to use how it would like. 
 
I would like to thank all of you who signed the petition to “Revoke the Smoke”; the 
convenor of the Development Control Committee refused the application for the 
incinerator on Shore Road and requested that the council prepare a report on the 
possible revocation of the outline planning permission. The local environment is 
something very close to the heart of the School and I hope that you will continue to support us in doing 
what we can. One way in which you can support us is to share lifts to and from School and if you are 
interested in doing this please do contact the PTA at pta@craigclowan-school.co.uk who will put you in 
touch with other volunteers who live nearby. 

 
The PTA does a huge amount of work for the School and my thanks to 
all those who have been involved and supported their events. The 
Christmas Fayre was a great success and if you would like to purchase 
one of the prints of the school that were on display, please visit http://
www.craigclowan-school.co.uk/pta-news.htm. The funds raised of late 
have helped purchase the new carpet for the Games Hall which has 
improved greatly the experience of visiting it and also a new 

Planting daffodils in Form 1 
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Interactive Whiteboard which will help further energise the learning and teaching. We hope to install 
another one at the end of the year. Next term the PTA will hold a Coffee Morning on Wednesday 13th 

January at 0830 and the very enjoyable, low key Quiz Night will take 
place on Saturday 6th February – do put these dates into your diary. 
 
The Music Department has been busy with grade examinations, a 
lunchtime concert for over 50 of our musicians at St Ninian’s Cathedral, 
the Middle Choir singing at the turning on of the Perth Christmas Lights 
and the wonderful Carol Services which took place this week. The quality 
of all these events was extremely high and was matched by the Form 1 – 
5 Productions last week. Not only was there great entertainment for the 

audiences but the children clearly enjoyed being on stage and will have 
learnt much about working as a team, as will those senior pupils 
involved in staging the panto and puppet shows that have delighted us 
all in the last few days. 
 
Talking of teams, our sports sides continued to put in fine 
performances at all age groups and Mollie MacLean, Emma Morris, 
Montana Niven-Smith (As), Lucy Hodge, Minnie Murray-Poore (Bs), 
Ewan Doig, Declan O’Brien, Hamish Rathborne, Louis Reid, James Renouf, Curtis Taylor and Alex 
Warren, all played for the various West of Scotland Prep Schools (WOSPS) teams. James and Ewan went 

on to represent the Scottish Prep Schools Rugby XV. Our Primary 5 and 
under Chess squad of Sam Greig, Henry Marlow, Jack O’Brien, Joshua 
Pimlott and Johnny Roberts won the Perth competition beating Dunning 
and Ardvreck in the final, revealing more strength in depth in a 
traditionally strong suit for the school. Our debaters also got under way 
with the ‘B’ team progressing to the second round of the English 
Speaking Union Competition. 
 

Françoise Borderie, Georgina McKenzie-Smith, Zoe Morris, Eilidh Ross, Annabel Simpson, Andrew 
Stonebridge and Robert Wilson were all finalists at the Glenalmond College 
Creative Writing Competition having produced some really high quality work 
and Issy Arnaud was awarded one of the Runner-Up positions. 
 
The second family art morning, which focused on felt making, was greatly 
enjoyed by those that attended and Forms 1 - 3 sang to a group of Senior Citizens 
on the penultimate day of term, providing some joy and companionship in their 
lives.  
 
Form 4 were fortunate to be able to talk to pensioners who had lived through the war years as part of their 
project and found it difficult to comprehend just how different life had been in the 1940s in a world that 
may not have included holidays or electricity, let alone the now ubiquitous telephone, television and 
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computer. No doubt technology will be a part of many children’s Christmases this year and as ever there 
is a need for us all to be vigilant about what our children are viewing on the internet and television. As 

adults we can help by ensuring that suitable parental controls are in place both on 
computers and satellite TV and by taking an interest in how the children spend 
their time in front of a screen. 
 
Indeed, the words of Michael Mavor, our Guest of Honour at Prize Giving last 
term, are still echoing in my mind, urging us parents to take the time to converse 
with our children and as families in order that we make the most of our time 
together. I know you will want to join with me in sending 

our condolences to Michael’s family; he died suddenly of a heart attack while 
walking in Peru earlier this month. 
 
Our thanks and best wishes go to Catherine Clark who will be heading to Abu 
Dhabi to spend more time with her husband who has worked there for some time. 
We will miss her commitment, multitude of talents and sense of humour as well as 
her daughter, Anna, who goes with her although we hope that both will return 
before too long. 
 
On a practical note the School Office will be closed from Friday 18th December until Monday 4th January. 
 
Alex and I hope that you all enjoy a wonderful festive season, have a relaxing break and that 2010 brings 
great things. 
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Family Art Morning : 
Felt Making 

Form 2 : 
“Santa has a Problem” 
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